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Lesson1:

Introduction:

Misconconception: Psychological StudyofGenderissuesisonly

pertainingtopsychologyofwomen. Todaywehavelotsofresearch
evidenceavailablethatexplainsbothmasculinity,ormaleroles,and
femininity,orfemaleroles.

“Gender’versus“Sex”:

Genderreferstothepsychologicalaspectwhereassexreferstothe
physiological/physicalaspectofthesamephenomenon.“Gender”
referstoculturallyconstructedcategorizationof“maleness”and
“femaleness”. Biologicallybaseddistinctionsbetweenmalesand
femalesarereferredtoas“Sex” oftheperson.
e Humanbeingsarebornasmaleorfemalebabiesbuttheybecome
masculineorfeminineasaresultofchildrearingpracticesand
socio-culturalvariables.
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e Genderrolesaretheexpectationsofappropriatebehaviorfor
malesandfemalessetbythesociety.
e GenderStereotypesarethewildlyheldbeliefsaboutfemalesand

male’sabilities, personaltraitsandsocialbehavior.

Lesson2:
FeministMovement:

Amovementorwayofthinkingthatproposes,advocates,supports,
andstrugglesforsocialequalityofthetwosexes. Thedifference
betweenmenandwomenshouldbelookedintofroma“gender”
perspectiveratherthana“sexist” perspective.

Wavesoffeministmovement:

e Firstwavefeministarethoseearlyfeministwhoinitiatedthe
movement.

o Theywereactiveafter1960. Theywereworkingforequality,
botheconomicandsocialandhencetheyfoughtfortherightto
contraception,birthcontrolandsexualliberation.

e Thirdwavemovementemergedinthe1990’s. Thirdwave
feministstriedtoseehowdifferentgroupsofwomenmaybe
havingdifferentneeds,andcircumstances,andrequiring
differentsolutions.
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Thefeministsadvocate:

o Thesignificanceofchange.

¢ Reintegrationothumanity:allhumantraitsarefoundinall

humans(French,1985).
e Equalrightsandeliminationofgenderstratification.
e Curbingandbringingtoanendallformsofviolenceagainst
women.
e Promotingsexualautonomy.
Varietiesof Feminism:

o LiberalFeminism:Hadrootsinclassicalliberalapproachthat
womenshouldhaveequalrightsthanman.

e SocialistFeminism:Ratherthanseekingliberationat

individuallevel,menandwomenshouldbetogetherinthis
pursuit.

e RadicalFeminism:Culturenotionofgenderneedstobe

eliminatedthatmanaretheoppressorsandwomenshould
oppressed.Sameasracialclassoperationmodel.
o CulturalFeminism:Socialchangeismust.Societyshould

acceptandappreciatetraditionalfemininevalues.

Women’sSuffrage:

Itwasareformmovementforattainingthegoalofsuffragetowomen
Themovementhadpoliticalandsocial



LMS HANDLING SERVICES 03147094561

aimstoachieve.

Suffragists: Supportersandleadersofthesuffragemovementwho
supportedinthesuffrageforwomen.

Suffragettes: Femalesupportersofthemovement. Initiallyequal
ratherthanuniversalsuffragewasthedemand.

Equalsuffrage: Supportingthecauseofabolishingthetraditionand
practiceofgradedvotes.

Universalsuffrage: Righttovotewithoutanydiscrimination.

SeeHistoryfromLesson2

Lesson3:

HistoricalBackground:

‘Twomainviewpointsexistinpsychologyregardinggender
differences:
1.Gendervariationisbiologicalandevolution-basedin
nature.....hencefixedandunalterable.Biologicaldifferencesare
there, BU Titisthesocietythatshapesandnurturesgenderroles.

2. Thebiosocialapproachhasabroaderperspectiveandbenefits
fromknowledgeandresearchinSociology, Anthropology,
Ethnology,andoffcourseBiology.
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NatureversusNurture:
Itisafactthatmenandwomenarebiologicallydifferent,butarethe
rolesadoptedbyusalsopredetermined?Or,isitthatwearemadeto
learnrolesthatthatsuitourbiologicalmake-up? Thisstudycomes
under“Naturev/sNurtureissues’.

e Maximalistsbelieveinhuge,fundamental,differencesbetween
menandwomen.
e Minimalistbelievesandproposesthattherearefew

fundamental,deep,differences.

EarlierSchoolsof ThoughtinPsychologyand GenderDifferences:

Structuralism: Structuralistswereprimaryinterestedinthe
structureothumanmind. Theirinterestwasintheinvestigationof
“generalizedadultmind”whichwasamalemind.
Functionalism:Itfocuseduponthefunctionsofmind.Unlike
Structuralists, theirresearchincludedchildren,womenanimalsand
eventhefeeblemindedpeopleandtheyemphasized“nature”. They
studiedintelligenceandadaptability. Typicalfindingsof
functionalismare:

- Womenwerelessintelligentthanmen.
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Ascomparedtomenwomenbenefitedlessfromeducation.

Women,ascomparedtomen,hadastrongmaternalinstinct.

Womenwereunlikelytoproduceexamplesofsuccessor

eminence.

Womenareintellectuallydeficient.

Behaviorism:
‘Thebehavioristsemphasized “nurture. Theirprimaryinterestwas
inlearningandmemory.Sexdifferencesandsexrolesalongwith
othersocialfactorswereignoredsamelikeinFunctionalism.
Theirresearchdidnotincludedwomenparticipantsandifbothmen
andwomenwereparticipants,genderrelatedvariableswerenot

examined.

Psychoanalytical Psychology:
PsychoanalyticPsychology,foundedbySigmundFreudwasthe
firsttotalkaboutsexdifferences,personalitydifferencesbetween
menandwomen.Freud’stheorygaveanunderstandingofthe
conceptualizationofsexandgender.Hetalkedaboutthe
developmentalstagesofpersonalityintermsof*Psycho-sexual
Development”. Thisapproachwasstronglycriticizedalloverthe
worldespeciallyinthewestbecauseitimpliedthatFreudwas
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proposingandstrengtheningtheideaoffemalesubservienceanda
maledominatedsociety. ThisgaverisetopsychoanalyticFeminism.

Lesson4/5/6
GenderRelated Research+ResearchMethods+Quantitative
Research:

Researchfocusingupon:
« Thesocio-psychological,economic,biological,andcultural-
societalimpactofgenderstratificationandgenderroles.
- Italsoexploresthevariousaspectsofgenderrelationsand
genderdifferences.

ThreatstoGender—relatedResearch:

1. Androcentricity:Mostgenderresearch,especiallytheinitial
one,hadbeenandocentrici.e.,lookingatissuesfromthemale
perspective.

2.Overgeneralizing: Studyingonlymenandthengeneralizingthe
studyforthewholemankindisovergeneralizing.

3.Genderblindness: Researchersfailstoseethegender
differencesexistinalmostallspheresoflife,

4.Doublestandards: Researchers’personalattitudes, thinking,
andprejudicesleadtodoublestandards.
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5.Interference: Attimesthesubject’sperceptionofthesexofthe
researcherinterfereswiththeaccuratefactfindingprocess.

Stepsofscientificresearchmethods:

Identifyingaresearch
Reviewofrelated

Formulationofahypothesis

Designing&Conducting
Analysisofdata

Drawingconclusion

Feminist/GenderResearchMethods:
1) QuantitativeMethods
i- Descriptive
a- Surveys
b- Corelationalstudies
c-Observation(withoutintervention+withintervention)
d- ContentAnalysis
ii- Experimental
iii- ExpostFactoStudies(QuasiExperiments)
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2) QualitativeMethods
i- CaseStudies
ii- Interviews
iii- Ethnography
iv- Focusgroups
Detaileddefinitionsandexplanationsareinthelectures.

Lesson7/8
Biological Differencesbetweengenders:

Difterencesarefoundinthreeways:

1-  Chromosomes
2-  Hormones
3-  StructureofNervousSystems

 Hormonesandchromosomesnotonlybasesofmasculinityand
femininityandstructuralunitsotheredity,theyplayimportant
roleinvarioushumanbehaviors.

- EndocrineSystemisanetworkofglandsthatproduceand
secretechemicalmessengersthatarecalledhormones,directly
intothebloodstream.

« Pituitaryglands(alsocalledmasterglands)stimulateorinhibit
secretionofthormonesfromotherglands.

« Sexandreproductionhormonesarecalled, Steroidhormones.
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« Reproductiveorgansovaries(infemales)andtestes(inmales)
arecalledgonads.

« Sexualdimorphismisexistenceoftwosexes(male&female)ina
species,includingdifferencesingenetics,gonads,hormones,
internalgenitaliaandexternalgenitalia.

« Humanbeingshave23pairsofchromosomes.23rdpairissex
chromosome.(XXinfemalesandXYinmales)

SexChromosomal Abnormalities:
Suddenstructuralchangesinthegenesarecalledmutations. These
mutationsleadtonegativeconsequencesinindividual’s
development.

FemaleSexChromosome Abnormalities:
Turner’ssyndrome:

o ThissyndromeoccurswhenindividualinheritonlyoneX
chromosomeandtheirsexchromosomalstructureis XO.

o Theyareshortinstature,averaging4foot7inchesasadults,and
oftenhavedistinctivewebbednecks(i.e.,extrafoldsofskin),
smalljaws,andhigharchedpalates.

o Theygenerallylackprominentfemalereproductionability.

o Theyhaveexceptionallysmall,widelyspacedbreasts,broad
shield-shapedchests,andturned-outelbows.

o Theirovariesdonotdevelopnormallyandtheydonotovulate.
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o Injectionofgrowthhormonescanincreasetheirstatueat
childhood.Estrogenreplacementtherapycanresultinsome
breastdevelopmentandmenstruation.

Metafemalesortriple-Xfemales:
« SuchfemalesinheritthreeXchromosomes. I heir
chromosomalstructureis XXX.

Asadults,these"superfemales"areusuallyaninchorsotaller
thanaveragewithunusuallylongbodystructure.

Theyhavenormaldevelopmentofsexualcharacteristicsandare
fertile.
‘Theymayhaveslightlearningdifficultiesandareusuallyinthe

lowrangeofnormalintelligence.

Theytendtobeemotionallyimmaturefortheirsizeduring

childhood.

MaleSexChromosome Abnormalities:
KlineFelterSyndrome:
o IndividualwiththissyndromeinheritonextraXchromosome
andtheirchromosomalstructureisXXY.
o Theycharacteristicallyhaverelativelyhigh-pitchedvoices,
femininebodycontoursaswellasbreastenlargement,and
comparativelylittlefacialandbodyhair.
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o Theyaresterileornearlyso,andtheirtestesandprostateglands
aresmall. IfKlinefeltersyndromeboysareregularlygiven
testosteronefromtheageofpubertyonthenthesymptomscan
bediminished.

. Klinefeltersyndromemenareaninchorsoaboveaverage
height. Theyalsoarelikelytobeoverweight. Theyusuallyhave
learningdifficultiesaschildren,especiallywithlanguageand
short-termmemory.

. Klinefeltersyndromeisnotdiagnoseduntiltheyaretestedfor

infertility.

XYYsyndrome:

o TheindividualwiththisabnormalityreceiveextraY
chromosomeandtheirchromosomalstructureisXYY.

o Asadults,these"super-males"areusuallytall(above6feet)and
generallyappearandactnormal. However,theyproducehigh
levelsoftestosterone.

o Duringadolescence,theyoftenareslim,haveseverefacialacne,
andarepoorlycoordinated. Theyareusuallyfertileandlead
ordinarylivesasadults. Majorityremainunawarethattheyhave
achromosomalabnormality.

SexDifferentiationinReproductive System
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Bothmaleandfemalehavesexrelatedinternalsystems:
Wolffiansystem: T hesystemwithacapacitytodevelopintothemale
internalreproductivesystem.

Mulleriansystem: Thesystemwithacapacitytodevelopintothe
femaleinternalreproductivesystem.

. Externalsexorgandevelopmentstartsaftersexweeksof
conception.
. Testosteroneisandrogenandestradioliscommonestrogen.

Progesteroneisanothergonadalhormonethatplayimportant
roleinfemalesduringpregnancy.

o ProductionofTestosterone(androgen)isdeterminedbyY
chromosomeandstimulatesWolffiansystemandresultsin
degenerationoftheMulleriansystemthatresultsin
developmentofinternalmalereproductiveorgans.

« InfemalefetusXchromosomestimulateestrogenhormone
thatfurtherleadstoMulleriansystemdevelopmentand
generationof Wolffiansystem,whichresultsinthe
developmentoffemaleinternalreproductiveorgans.

. Pituitaryglandsalsoreleasefolliclestimulatinghormone
(FSH)andluteninizinghormone(LH)thatisinvolvein
productionofandrogenandestrogenhormones.
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Hormonalinfluencesinbothsexes:
Endocrineglandsarethevitalglandsthatreleasechemical
substances,calledhormones,intothebloodstream.
Hormonesthuscirculatethroughoutthebody.

Gonadsarethereproductiveorgans,glands, testesinmalesand
ovariesinfemales,relatedtothesteroidhormones. Hypothalamus
causestheproductionofReleasinghormones. Gonadotropin-
releasinghormoneisoneofthem.Gonadotropin-releasing
hormonehasactiveinfluenceonthepituitary;asaresultofthis
action,thepituitaryreleasesanumberofotherhormones. The
releaseof Tropichormones(oneisGonadotropin)resultsfromthis
action.Circulatingthroughthebloodstreamthesehormones
impactthetestesandovaries,whicharesubsequentlystimulatedto
producetheirrespectivehormones.

Hormonal Abnormalities:
Adrenogenital Syndrome:

Excessiveprenatalproductionofandrogenfromadrenalglands
causesthissyndrome.Inmalefetusitdoesn’tcausemajorproblems.
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Butinfemalefetusthisresultsinbirthoffemalewithphysical
structureresemblingboys.

AndrogenInsensitivitySyndrome:

FoundinnormalXY malefetuswithbodycellsinsensitiveto
androgens.Cause:abnormalfunctioningofandrogenreceptors
Individualswiththissyndromehave XY chromosomalstructure.
Butinabilityofandrogenreceptorsdoesnotallowtheproper
developmentmasculinecharacteristics.

Lesson9/10/11/12/13:
Theoriesof GenderDevelopment:

NatureandNuture:
Isitnaturethatinfluencesnurture,orisitnurturethatmodifies

naturerPsychologistshavetriedtoexplainthephenomenonof
genderdifferencesaccordingtotheirrespectivetheoretical
approaches.Psychologicalapproachestoexplaininggender
differences:

TheBiological Approach
TheBehaviorist/Social Learning Approach
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TheBiological Approach
Accordingtobiologicaltheorydifferencesinchromosomes(X/Y)

andhormones(testosterone/estrogen)determinethebehavioral
differencesbetweenboysandgirls.Malesaremoreaggressivein
almostallculturesandmalechildhashighermortalityratethan
femalechild.Biologicalviewexplainsthisphenomenonwiththe
findingsthat Androgenhormonesarelinkedtodisruptiveand
aggressivebehaviorsinmalesandthehormoneestrogenseemto
makewomenlessvulnerabletophysicalproblemssowomenlive
longer.

Biological DifferencesinBrain:

Men’sleftsideofbrainismoredevelopedthatisresponsiblefor
conventionallylogicalthought,abstractandanalyticthinking.
Women'srightsideofbrainismoredevelopedthatisresponsiblefor
imaginative,artisticactivity, holistic&intuitivethinking,visualand
spatialtasks.

‘TheBehavioral Approach

Accordingtothebehavioralapproach,learningofgenderrolescan
beexplainedintermsofaresultof:
o Classicalconditioning
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« OperantConditioningortheuseof(:positive,negative,
punishment,ornoreinforcement
« Learningbyobservation

Cognitive Approach:
Thetermcognitionrefersto“knowledge”aswellas“theprocessof
knowing”.Cognitiveapproachemphasizesthoughts,feelings,
thinking,values,expectationsetc.

LawrenceKohlberg’sCognitiveDevelopmentTheory: Theconcept
of GenderConstancy:

Childrenunderstandgenderjustastheyunderstandanythingelse.
Childrenhaveexperienceswithpeopleofbothgenders,theythink
abouttheirexperiences,havingmadesortofmentalnotesofwhat
malesandfemalesdo,andadoptbehaviorsperformedbypeopleof
theirownsex.Childrendotheirowngendertypingthemselves.
Genderstability: Realizationofboysandgirlsthattheywillgrowup
asmenorwomenrespectively.
GenderConsistencyistheawarenessthatgenderremainsthesame
nomatterwhatonewears,howonebehaves,whateverhairstyleone

has.

GenderSchemaTheory:
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“Aschemaisamentallyorganizednetworkofgender-related
Informationthatinfluencesbehavior”. Accordingtothistheory,
firstofallchildrenlearnwhatsextheyare. Thentheydevelopa
conceptofwhatitmeanstobemaleorfemaleintheirculture,andon
thebasisofthedevelopmentofthisconcepttheybegintotakeon
genderroles

e Thegradualprocessofdevelopmentofgenderschema:
« Genderldentification(2-3.5yrs)

« GenderStability(3.5-4.5yrs)
 GenderConsistency(4.5-7yrs)

SelfSocializationsisathreestepprocess. Childrenidentifyandnote
genderbehaviors,identifyandnotetheirgenderidentity,andmake

efforttoremovedisparitiesbetweenthetwo.

Piaget’'sStagesof CognitiveDevelopment:

Preoperational Stage(2-4years)
Thinkingisconcrete,notlogical,judgesonappearance.Usescues
suchasdress,hair.

Concreteoperational Stage(7-12years)
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‘Thinkingislogical,butlimitedtoconcrete Cognitive
understandingofpermanenceofgenderdevelops

Formal Operationalstage(12years)adulthood
Thinkingisscientificallylogical,canbeappliedtoabstractconcepts.
Adolescentsbecomemorerigidinsex-typing.

‘ThePsychodynamicApproach

PsychodynamicapproachisbasedonkFreud’stheoryofpsychosexual
developmentFamilydynamicsinfluenceindividualsata
subconsciouslevelandthisleadstothedevelopmentofinternal
genderidentities.

GenderDevelopmentFrued’sperspective:
Genderrolesdevelopasaresultofresolutionprocessofconflictat
phallicstage. Feelingsofrivalryandhatreddevelopagainstthefather
atthisstage. Thefatherisseenasstrongerandunconquerable;this
leadstoaconflict. Thedefensemechanismofidentificationisused
forresolvingthecontflict. Thisgenderidentificationleadstosex-
typedbehavioranddevelopmentofgenderroles.

GenderDevelopmentKarenHorney'sperspective:



LMS HANDLING SERVICES 03147094561

Horneyemphasizeduponthesignificanceofsocialforces.She
hypothesizedthatmenenvywomen’sabilitytoreproducei.e.,womb
envy.AccordingtoHorney,menseekandstrugglefor,achievement
becausetheyaretryingtoovercompensateforthelackofabilityto
reproduce.Incomparisontowomen,menfeelinadequate,andasa

resulttheyattributeeviltowomen.

NancyCowdoro’s Theory:
Shedescribedpre-oedipalstagewherechildrenidentifywiththeir
mothers.Sheproposedtheideaofthesignificanceofthepre-oedipal
periodthatoccursinearlychildhood,priortotheonsetofOedipus
complex.Sheproposedthatthecourseofpersonalitydevelopment
formalesandfemaleswasdifferent.

AntigonePhase:Kaschak’sTheory
Kaschakacknowledgestheusefulnessoftheapplicationofthe

legendofOedipusinFreudiantheory,butdisagreeswiththewayhe
treatedwomeninhisconceptoffemaleOedipuscomplex. Antigone
representsatypicalgooddaughterinapatriarchalfamily.
Patriarchalsocietiesarethosesocietiesinwhichmenareborn,grown
anddevelopedgrantpowertotheminthesocietyaswellasintheir
families.
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TheHumanisticApproach
ThisapproachisbasedonRoger’stheorythatdoesnotdirectly
explaintheprocessofgenderroledevelopment. Accordingtohim,
toachievepositiveregardgenderappropriatebehaviorbecomesan
idealselfforanindividual.

SomeGenderRoleStereotypes

MaleAttributes

Actsasaleader, Aggressive, Ambitious,Dominant, Forceful,
Independent

FemaleAttributes
Compassionate,Gentle,Loveschildren,Sensitivetoneedsof
others, Tender,Understanding

Lesson14/15/16
Gender TypingandStereotyping

Sex—Tinng
Sex-typingisprocessofcategorizingmenandwomenonthebasesof
sometraits.

DevelopmentofSex-Typing
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Developmentofsex-typingstartswithsex-identitythatissenseof
beingmaleorfemale,mostlychildrenacquirethisidentityattheage
of3years.Mostlyattheageoffivechildrencanassociatecertaintraits
likebraveorweakwithmanandwomen.
Socialscientistspresenttwomodelsaboutdevelopmentofgender-
typedstereotypes. Accordingtofirstmodelgendercharacteristics
likephysicalappearanceorgenderbiasedactivitiesarelearntin
earlierchildhoodastheydonotinvolveabstractconceptsand
personalitytraitsaboutactivitiesandoccupationsdevelopedinlater
childhoodbecauseofneedperceptualvariations.
Secondmodelemphasizethepresenceofcuesandgenderbiased
activitiesthataidsunderstandingofpersonalitytraitsstereotypesin

earlierchildhood.

‘Theoriesof Sex-Typing:
Psycho-analytical Theories.Freudviewthatsex-typingisnatural

processduetobiologicaldifferencesof

maleandfemale. Thisapproachexplainsthatchildidentifieswith
theparentofsamesex.

SocialLearning Theoryemphasizesthatindividual’'sgender
developmentisprocessofobservationallearning
andimitation,modelingandrewardandpunishmentguideachild
towardsgenderappropriateand
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inappropriatebehavior.

CognitiveDevelopment Theoryexplainsthatchilddevelopsthe
conceptofbeingmaleorfemalefirstand
thengenderbehaviorsarelearnt. Theyviewthatsexidentityis
facilitatedbypeoplearoundchildbutitisnot

imitation.

Cerebral Lateralization Theoryexplainsthethereisdifferenceinthe
cerebralhemispheresofbothmaleand
female.Infemaleslefthemisphereisdevelopedearlierthatis
responsiblefortheiractivelanguagefacultiesand
malesacquiremathematicalandanalyticalabilitiesearlierdueto
earlydevelopmentofrighthemisphere.

FactorsInfluencingSex-Typing

Sex-typingoccursatbothintentionalandunintentionallevel. At
unintentionallevelbiologicaldeterminantsplay
roleandintentionallevelisaffectedbypsycho-Socialdeterminants.

Biological DeterminantofSex-Typing
Thefirstdeterminantofbeingmaleorfemaleisbiological.
Chromosomesarestructuralunitsotheredityand
carrygeneticinformation.
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Psycho-socialdeterminantsofsex-typing
Socialization
Socializationisaprocessoflearningsex-rolesfromdifferentagents

ofsociety.

1-

Childreceivesinheritancefromfamilyanditguidesforsocial,
emotionaldevelopment. Familyprovidesbasicknowledgeof
sex-typingandteachesculturalsex-stereotypes.
Parentsareresponsiblefortransmittingtheirownsex-rolesand
stereotypestotheirchild.
‘Teacher’sbehavior,styleofpunishmentanddifferentplay
activitieswithboysandgirlsfacilitatessex-typing.
Schoolswhereboysaregirlsarestressedsexstereotypes,sex-
typingisdevelopedearlierbutinstitutionswherechildare
allowedtoplayaccordingtotheirinterestandcognitiveabilities
boysorgirlscanenjoyanykindofplay
Peerinfluencesstyleofconversation,playactivities,ideasand
religiousactivities. Peerapprovalforcechildtoadoptsex-biased
behaviorsincaseofsamesexpeergroup.
InsocializationprocessofPakistaniculturefemalesare
generallyvictimofsexdiscrimination.

- Thesepracticespromotesex-discrimination,negative

stereotypesandinferiorconceptofgender-identity. Whengirl
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orboyseeshis/hermotherandfathersingingtheselullabies,
negativesex-identitiesforfemalesaredeveloped.

s. Mediatransmitsex-typedbehaviorsvianovels,stories,and
cartoonmovies.Childrenlearnsexbiasedrolesandvalues.

». Communitygreatlyinfluencesthedecisionmaking,
achievementofgoalsortakingresponsibilities.Inthesameway
whenanindividualtrytoviolatenormsvaluesorprevailingsex-
typebehaviorscommunityopposehis/herandforcehim/herto
followtraditionalpatterns.

- Inchoosinganoccupationsex-typedbehaviorisvery
important.Maleandfemaleboththinkwhileselectingan
occupationthatitisaccordingtohis/hersex-roleornot. Sex-
typingalsoaffectthebehavioratworkingenvironment.

GENDERSTEREOTYPES

Genderstereotypesarebeliefsaboutthetypicalcharacteristicsand

behaviorsofmenandwomen.Somestereotypesareculturespecific,
whereasmostareuniversal. Astereotypecanbethoughtofaschema
aboutmemberofanidentifiablegroup.”Racism"and“Sexism"are
thetwomaincontextsinwhichstereotypesaremostlyheldand

applied.

HowareGenderStereotypesformed?
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Theformationofgenderstereotypescanbeunderstoodand
explainedinthelightoftheseapproaches:

e PsychoanalyticApproach

e BehavioristApproach

e AuthoritarianModel Approach

o ObservationallL.earning Approach

e FeministorPatriarchal Approach

DEVELOPMENTALSTAGESOFGENDER
STEREOTYPES

‘Thedevelopmentofgenderstereotypestakesplaceinthreestages.

Stagel:

* About3yearsofage.
*Characteristicsandbehaviorsdirectlyassociatedwithmalesand
femaleshavebeenlearnt.

Stage2:

* About6yearsofage.
*Thedevelopmentofindirectassociationsforbehaviorassociated
withgenderbeginstodevelop.

Stage3:

* About8-10yearsofage.
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*Indirectassociationswithnotonlyown,buttheothergenderhave
beenlearnt. An8-10yearoldiscapableofstereotypicaljudgments

concerningmenaswellaswomen.

ApproachestotheFormationof GenderStereotypes
Theformationofgenderstereotypescanbeunderstoodand
explainedinthelightofthefollowingapproaches:

« PsychoanalyticApproach

« BehavioristApproach

« AuthoritarianModelApproach

« ObservationalLearningApproach

« FeministorPatriarchal Approach

Implicationsand ConsequencesofStereotyping
Themajorimplicationofstereotypesisintheformof:

e Prejudices

e Discrimination

e Faultyperceptionsandinterpretationsofgenderrelated

behavior

‘T'woaspectsof Sexism:
Hostilesexism:
Negativeinnature;i.e.,havingnegativeattitudestowardswomen.
Benevolentsexism:
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Havingpositiveattitudestowardswomen,whichinturnactually
leadtobelittlingwomen,andtotheirsubservience.

Lesson21
CognitiveDifferences

Itisstereotypicallybelievedthatmenandwomenareintellectually
verydifferent. Menarethoughttobemoreintelligent,andcapableof
wiseandquickdecisionmaking. Women,itisthought,are
overwhelmedbytheiremotion,ratherthanlogicorintellect.

Similartrendsarefoundintermsofverbalability,butinfavorofthe
females. Females,inallagegroupsexhibitbetterverbalabilityand
skillsthanmalesonaverage.Femalechildrenstartspeakingalittle
earlierthanboysdo;intheirschoolyears,girlshavebetterreading
scoresandhighvocabularies.

Lesson22
GenderandMedia

Thislessonisessaylikewheretheobviousthingsarephenomenon
arehighlighted.Mediaisamajorsourceofobservationallearning
anditisprovedinlLesson22.Seethehandoutsfordetails.
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