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Definition: Applied Linguistics is the study of how language is used
in real-world contexts and how it impacts communication, language
teaching, and language learning.

Purpose: It helps bridge the gap between theoretical linguistics
(which studies language structure) and practical language use.
Areas of Focus: Applied Linguistics covers topics such as language
acquisition, language teaching methodologies, language
assessment, and sociolinguistics.

Example: Research on effective language teaching methods or
analyzing language errors in second language learners falls under
applied linguistics.

O

O

Definition: Language development refers to the process by which
individuals acquire and improve their language skills over time.
Stages: It starts from infancy (babbling) and progresses through
childhood (vocabulary growth, grammar acquisition) into
adulthood.

Factors: Environmental exposure, interaction, and cognitive
development play crucial roles in language development.
Importance: Understanding language development helps educators
tailor teaching methods to learners' needs.

O

Approaches: These are overarching principles guiding language
teaching. Examples include communicative approach, task-based
learning, and content-based instruction.
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o Methods: Specific techniques used in the classroom, such as role-
playing, pair work, or using multimedia resources.
o Practices: Actual implementation of methods during language
lessons.
o Effective Teaching: Combining various approaches, methods, and
practices to create engaging and learner-centered language classes.
+ Error Analysis: Nature of Errors and Mistakes
o Error vs. Mistake: Errors are systematic deviations from language
rules, while mistakes are unintentional slips (e.g., due to
forgetfulness).
o Importance: Analyzing errors helps teachers understand learners'
language development and tailor instruction accordingly.
o Example: Identifying common errors made by English learners
(e.g., verb tense errors) and addressing them in teaching.
+ Syllabus Designing

o Purpose: Creating a syllabus involves planning the content, structure,
and assessment methods for a course.

o Components: A syllabus typically includes basic information
(instructor details, course title), course description, learning objectives,
assessment criteria, and a schedule.

o Adaptability: Syllabi should be flexible to accommodate learners'
needs and unexpected events.

o Effective Syllabus: Balancing clarity, expectations, and engagement to
enhance student learning.

+ Language Assessment: Testing and Evaluation

o Purpose: Assessing language proficiency, progress, and
achievement.

o Types: Includes formative assessments (during learning) and
summative assessments (end-of-course evaluations).

o Methods: Tests, quizzes, oral interviews, portfolios, and self-
assessment.

o Validity and Reliability: Ensuring assessments measure what they
intend to and yield consistent results.
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o Ethical Considerations: Fairness, transparency, and minimizing
bias in assessment practices.
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