% AH
means After Hijrah. It is the reference used in the Islamic calendar, instead of A.D. which is used
in the Christian calendar

< Abu dawud

Abu sulayman ibn al-ash'ath ibn ishaq al-azdi as-sijistani, the author of the sunan and one of the
greatest of the scholars of hadith. he was born in 203/817 and died on a friday in the middle of
shawwal, 275/888 in basra. he was so accomplished in the science of hadith that it was said that
hadiths were made pliable for abu dawud in the same way that iron was made pliable for the
prophet da'ud. he said, i wrote down 500,000 hadiths of the prophet and selected from them those
which are in the sunan.” he was a pupil of ibn hanbal.

< Abu hanifa

Abu hanifa an-nu"man ibn thabit, founder of the hanafi school in baghdad. he is one of the four
imams and is known for developing ra'y (judicial opinion). he shunned sleep and was called the
"peg" because he used to stand for long periods in night prayers. he only slept between zuhr and
asr. he grew up in kufa and the khalif al-mansur asked him to accept the post of gadi. he refused
and al-mansur imprisoned him and beat him until he died. he would never sit in the shade of
someone to whom he had loaned money, saying, "every loan that brings benefit is usury." he died
in 150/767.(

% Abu yusuf

Ya'qub ibn ibrahim ibn habib al-ansari al-baghdadi, born in kufa in 113/731. he was the student
of abu hanifa and the first to propagate his school, a hadith master and brilliant jurist who had an
extensive knowledge of tafsir. he acted as gadi in baghdad for al-mahdi, al-hadi and harun ar-
rashid, who made the hanafi school the official state code for the ‘abbasids. he was also the first to
write on the principles (usul) of hanafi figh, and was a mujtahid. he died in baghdad in 182/798.
he wrote kitab al-kharaj on taxation and constitutional questions.

% Adam (aa-dum)

The first human being, created by God as His vicegerent (responsible deputy) on Earth. Muslims
believe Adam was the first prophet of God as well, establishing monotheism as the original
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spiritual system of humankind. Islam does not share with Christianity the doctrine of "Original
Sin," instead maintaining that each individual person is born sinless and is responsible for his or
her own spiritual state, independent of the actions of other persons, past or present.

< Adhan &3

The Muslim call to worship. The adhan consists of specific phrases, recited aloud in Arabic prior
to each of the five daily worship times. Upon hearing the adhan, Muslims discontinue all activity
and assemble at a local masjid for formal communal worship.

< Badr

The first full military confrontation between the Muslims and the enemies of Allah. The battle
took place between the Muslims and the Quraish of Mecca in the second year of Hijrah (624 C.E.).
Eventhough the Muslims were outnumbered, the final result was to their favor

< Bai'

Literally means sale. Commonly used as a prefix in referring to different types of sales: Muajjal,
Murabahah, Tawliyah and Wadi'ah.

< Baligh

One who is has reached the age of maturity

R/

% Banni isra'il

The tribe of israel, the children or descendants of israel or ya qub.

% Baqi

The cemetery where a good many of the Sahabah are buried. It is in the south-east side of Madinah.
% C.E.

stands for Christian Era. It is used instead of A.D. in Islamic text referring to the dates before the
Hijrah.

«» Calendar, muslim

A lunar calendar whose months are: muharram, safar, rabi' al-awwal, rabi' ath-thani, jumada al-
ula, jumada alakhira, rajah, sha'ban, ramadan, shawwal, dhu'l-ga'da, dhu'lhijja. the lunar year is
approximately eleven days shorter than the solar year.

% Call to Prayer
Adhan

% Charity
Sadagah

% Chisti
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Mu'in ad-din Muhammad, founder of the sufi order, the chistiya. he was from sistan and was born
in 537/1142 and lived in various towns. after going on hajj and during his ziyara at madina, he was
asked to establish islam in india. after a forty day khalwa next to al-hujwiri's tomb in lahore, he
went to delhi in 589/1193 and then directly to ajmir where he died in 632/1236. also known as
gharib nawaz, "the friend of the poor", some historical accounts state that forty thousand families
accepted islam at his hand.

% Da'if

"Weak", the status below hasan. usually the weakness is one of discontinuity in the isnad
% Da'wa

Inviting or calling people to worship Allah by following the messenger of Allah.

% EESA (Jesus Christ)

In Christian belief, Jesus Christ is the Son of God, one third of the Blessed Trinity which comprises
himself, his Father, and the Holy Spirit. Sent to Earth to atone for the sins of mankind, Jesus was
born in the town of Bethlehem, around 5 BCE, to mortal parents by virginal birth. His mother on
Earth was Mary, his father Joseph. In Catholic doctrine, Mary -- whose own conception is referred
to as the Imaculate Conception; being born without any stain of ‘original sin' -- was elevated to the
status of Queen of Heaven after Jesus' death, while Joseph was made a saint. Jesus preached for
three years on the Earth, explaining to the large and ever-expanding following he attracted the
mysteries of his kingdom, the Kingdom of Heaven, and how people could attain that wonderful
place. He gathered to him twelve acolytes, or Apostles, whom he later sent out into the world on
their own, to cast out demons and bring the true word of God to the masses.

% Eid

The word 'Eid is an Arabic name to mean a festivity, a celebration, a recurring happiness, and a
feast. In Islam, there are two major 'Eids namely the feast of Ramadhan ('Eld Al-Fitr) and the Feast
of Sacrifice (‘'Eid Al-Adhha). The first 'Eid is celebrated by Muslims after fasting the month of
Ramadhan as a matter of thanks and gratitude to Almighty Allah. It takes place on the first day of
Shawwal, the tenth month of the lunar calendar. The second 'Eid is the Feast of Sacrifice and it is
to be celebrated for the memory of prophet Ibrahim trying to sacrifice his son Isma'il (Ishmael).
This 'Eid lasts four days between the tenth and the thirteenth day of Zul-Hijjah, the twelfth month
of the lunar calendar.

% Eve

See Hawwa

% Fada'il

Virtues, excellent qualities. it is the plural of fadila
% Fahm

Understanding.
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«» Fahsha'

Something abominable or obscene, meaning anything forbidden by Allah. it can also designate
fornication or foul language.

% Fajr

Dawn, daybreak. there is the "false dawn" which rises without spreading out, and the"true dawn"
in which the light rises and spreads. it also means the dawn prayer. among the malikis, it desig
nates the two sunna rak'ats before the obligatory subh prayer while others use fajr and subh
interchangeably.(

% Qadhi al-qudhat
The chief Qadhi. In-charge of all Qadhies.
% Ghabn

Fraud, cheating, swindle; it can also mean "loss" when ghabn enters a contract without either of
the parties being aware of it

+» Ghabn fahish

A radical discrepancy between the market price of a commodity and the price charged to the
customer, determined by custom ("urf).

% Ghafla

Heedlessness, the enemy of dhikr

% Habil and gabil

Cain and abel.

% Hadath

Minor ritual impurity requiring wudu': passing wind, urination, defecation, vomiting.(
% Hadd

(Plural hudud) Allah's boundary limits for the lawful and unlawful. the hadd punishments are
specific fixed penalties laid down by Allah for specified crimes.

% Hadith

Hadith: the sayings, actions and approvals of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him); the
authentically recorded and reported narrations from the life of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him), which is modeled after the teachings of the Quran.

% Hudaybiya

A plain once near Mecca but which now lies inside the city. It is famous because here Muhammad
made a truce with the city fathers, thus ending the war between Islam and paganism (Qur'an 48:1).
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% Ibadah

worship.

% Iblis

Iblis is the name for the devil in the Qur'an.
% ljtihad

To uncover Allah's rulings on any issue by using one's knowledge of the Quran, Sunnah, ijma
(consensus of scholars) etc. Only the most knowledgeable about Islamic sources of legislation can
engage in ijtihad.

% In-Sha'-Allah
"If God Wills". No future planning should be done without this phrase (Qur'an 18:23).
% Jahannum

Jahannam (Hebrew, gehinnom; Greek, gehenna) is the hell mentioned frequently in the Qur'an, It
has seven gates (Qur'an 59. 71; 15. 43) and different levels, the lowest being the tree Zagqum and
a cauldron of pitch and fire.

«» Jannah
Paradise; heaven
«» Kaaba

The cube-shaped stone building which foundations were built by angels and completed by Prophet
Ibrahim (Abraham) and his son, the Prophet Ismael (A.S), in Mekkah. It was rebuilt with the help
of Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.). It is the focal point towards which all Muslims face when

praying.(
+ Kafala

Bail; the pledge given by someone to a creditor to ensure that the debtor will be present at a certain
time and place.

«» Kafan
The shroud for the dead.
«» Ladarar wa la dirar

"Do not inflict injury nor repay one injury with another," a hadith which is the basis for the legal
principle of al-masalih al-mursala.

% La hawla wa la quwwata illa billah
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The meaning of this expression is: There is no power and no strength save in Allah. This expression
is read by a Muslim when he is struck by a calamity, or is taken over by a situation beyond his
control. A Muslim puts his trust in the hands of Allah, and submits himself to Allah.

% Lailahaillallah (LAA ILAHA ILLALLAH)

This expression is the most important one in Islam. It is the creed that every person has to say to
be considered a Muslim. It is part of the first pillar of Islam. The meaning of which is:There is no
lord worthy of worship except Allah. The second part of this first pillar is to say: Muhammadun
Rasul Allah,which means:Muhammad is the messenger of Allah.

% Labbayk
"At your service", the talbiya or call of the pilgrim to his lord in the hajj
% Mecca

The holy city of Islam, also called the 'mother of cities'. According to the Qur'an (3:96), the first
house on earth was built there by Adam. Ibrahim and Isma'il built the Ka'ba there (the central
sanctuary of Islam, towards which all believers must turn before beginning their prayers).

“ Muhaladi
Common impossible, things Occurrence of which is commonly impossible.
% Muhammad(PBUH)

Muhammad (570-632 CE) is for the Muslims the last and most trustworthy prophet of the one
God. God revealed to him the Qur'an in chapters or in strings of verses, between his fortieth and
his death. The revelation happened when a voice called Muhammad to recite (Qur'an 96:1-3).
Receiving these revelations left Muhammad exhausted. There are a few allusions to visions
(Quran 17:60, 53:5, 82:23) and two allusions to the 'night journey' and the journey to heaven or
ascension during which Muhammad travelled through the skies (Qur'an 17:1, 53:5-18).

% Na't
Attribute, quality, that which describes something
% Nabi (NABBI NABEE)

The meaning of the word Nabi is a prophet. To be a prophet he should receive a revelation from
Allah that does not necessarily mean a revealed book. When a prophet is instructed to deliver his
message to a certain group of people, he is a messenger. It is stated in the Qur'an that there are no
more prophets and messengers after Muhammad.

% Nabidh

A drink made by soaking grapes, raisins, dates, etc, in water without allowing them to ferment to
the point of becoming intoxi cating. if it does become intoxicating, it is still called nabidh.

«» Oo-mer ibin al-khut-taab
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A close companion of Prophet Muhammad and the second of the four "Rightly-Guided™ caliphs.
He ruled from 634 to 644 C.E. and developed many institutions, such as a police force and treasury,
for the early Muslim state.

% P.B.UH

These letters are abbreviations for the phrase Peace Be Upon Him which is the translation of the
Arabic expression 'Alaihis Salam' or A.S., which is an expression that is said when the name of a
prophet is mentioned. This expression is widely used by English speaking Muslims. It is to be
noticed here that this expression does not give the full meaning of "Salla Allahu 'Alaihi Wa
Sallam". Therefore it is recommended that people do not use (p.b.u.h.) after the name of prophet
Muhammad (S.A.W.); they should use "Salla Allahu 'Alaihi Wa Sallam™ instead, or they may use
the abbreviated form of (S.A.W.) in writing.

% Parah

Persian and urdu for juz'.
% Pir

Persian word for murshid
% Prayer

See Salah and Du'a.

% Qabul

Acceptance in a contract
% Qadar

The decree of Allah.

% Qiyaas

a method for deducing or reaching a legal decision in Islam for which there is no clearcut evidence
in the Quran, the Hadith, or the consensus of the companions of Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) or Muslim scholars. The giyaas must however be based on some precedents in the above
sources. rahim: compassionate.

% Ra'kat (RAKAT)
An individual unit of salaah.
% Ra'y

Opinion, personal discretion, a legal decision based on the use of common sense and personal
opinion, used where there is no explicit guidance in the qur'an and sunna and where it is not
possible to use analogy.(

% Ra'aya
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"Flock", meaning citizens,
% Rabb

Lord, master. rabbi 'l- alamin means "the lord of the worlds", the lord in the seen and the unseen
and at all levels of existence.

% S.AW.

These letters are abbreviations for the words "Salla Allahu 'Alaihi Wa Sallam™, which means : may
the blessing and the peace of Allah be upon him. When the name of Prophet Muhammad is
mentioned, a Muslim is to respect him and invoke this statement of peace upon him.

% Sa'yee

The going back and forth seven times between Safa and Marwah that is done during the Hajj or
the Umrah. It is done to symbolize Hajar's search for water for her son Ismael.

< Ta'abbud

Special act of worship; obedience, bondage to Allah, "recourse only to what the lawgiver has
determined.” (ash shatibi). "non-intelligibility of meaning.” (ash-shatibi).

% Ta'awwudh

Saying "i seek refuge with Allah..." (a "udhu billdhi min ash-shaytan ar-rajim).
% Ta'rikh

Era, chronology, history.

% Ta'wil

Allegorical interpretation.

% Ulamaa

Plural of 'Alim. The people of knowledge from amongst the Muslims who act on what they know
and do what they say.

% Ulu'l-"azm

"The prophets with resolve™, who are adam, nuh, ibrahim, musa, “isa and Muhammad.
% Uluhiya

Divinity, divine nature.

% Umar ibn al-Khattab (0oo-mer ibin al-khut-taab)

A close companion of Prophet Muhammad and the second of the four "Rightly-Guided™ caliphs.
He ruled from 634 to 644 C.E. and developed many institutions, such as a police force and treasury,
for the early Muslim state.
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% Veil
Hijab.
% Wa "alaikumus salam (WALAY KUMUS SALAM)

This is an expression that a Muslim is to say as an answer for the greeting. When a person greets
another with a salutation of peace, the answer for the greeting is an answer of peace. The meaning
of this statement is: And upon you is the peace.The other expressions are:Wa Alaikums Salam Wa
Rahmatullah.andWa 'Alaikums Salam Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuh.

% Wa'id

Threat, particularly the threat of the fire

% Wafa'

Faithfulness, fidelity, discharging obligations and living up to promises.
% Wahdaniya

Divine oneness.

% Yasin

Sura 36, the heart of the qur' an.

% Ya'qub

The prophet jacob, also called isra'il.

% Yajuj wa majuj (Or ya'juj wa ma'juj)

the people of gog and magog who are to burst forth near the end of time to wreak destruction.
s Za'ir

Visitor, someone visiting the tomb of the prophet.

% Zabur

The psalms of da'ud

% Zakah (za-kaah)

Zakah literally means "purification,” and refers to an almsgiving tax, roughly 2.5% of one's
accumulated wealth, that eligible Muslims pay annually. Zakah is one of the "five pillars™ of Islam,
and is usually collected by local masjids or charitable organizations. The funds are distributed to
poor and needy persons in the Muslim community. Paying the zakah reminds Muslims of the duty
to help those less fortunate, and that wealth is a trust from God rather than something to be taken
for granted.

Maal-e-Ghanimat < Jla
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